
 

THINGS TO DO IN RENO AND SPARKS 

If you come early or stay after Western Silver Daze these are some of 

the activities you might enjoy! 

You can't leave Reno Tahoe empty-handed. From the spectacular 

to the sublime, Reno Tahoe has the boutiques, retail stores, 

shopping malls and outlet stores you need to find something 

special for those waiting at home and a little something nice for 

yourself.  Whether you're the most finicky bargain hunter or the 

biggest spender, whatever you're looking for, you'll find it in Reno 

Tahoe. 

 

Meadowood Mall a longtime favorite, is located right in the middle of Reno. Shoppers will be 

delighted with more than 100 stores, specialty retailers, salons and restaurants to explore in a 

conveniently located indoor environment. Some retailers include: American Eagle Outfitters, 

Brookstone, Build-A-Bear, Eddie Bauer, Forever 21, Helzberg Diamonds, H&M, Macy's, PINK Store 

and many more. 

Cabela’s - Do you have a hunter or outdoor enthusiast to shop for? Cabela's stores are known as 

premier shopping and tourism destinations, drawing visitors from hundreds of miles to indulge in a 

unique shopping experience that celebrates nature and the lifestyle of the outdoor enthusiast. Just 

remember not to hunt any bighorn sheep. Reno's 125,000-square-foot, large-format destination store 

is located near the Boomtown Hotel Casino on I-80 near the California border (8650 Boomtown Road, 

Verdi, Nev.). Extraordinary in design and showcasing thousands of products from its world-famous 

catalog and website, a customer's average stay at a Cabela's store has been estimated at a 

remarkable three and a half hours. 

The Summit - Located at the south end of Reno at Mt. Rose Highway, The Summit is an open-air 

lifestyle shopping center with more than 70 shops, specialty retailers, salons and restaurants to 

satisfy any palate. Its many courtyards feature fountains, paths and fire pits to gather around on cool 

evenings, seasonal features such as live music during summer evenings, and sleigh rides on wintry 

days. The Summit offers a wide variety of shopping and dining that will please even the most 

demanding patron. Some retailers include: Apple, Banana Republic, Bath & Body Works, Buckle, 

Coach, Dillard’s, J. Crew, Jared "The Galleria of Jewelry," Lucky Brand Jeans, lululemon, M·A·C 

Cosmetics, Pottery Barn, Sephora, Tilly's, Vans, Victoria's Secret, White House | Black Market, 

Williams-Sonoma, and more. 

The MidTown District has quickly become the most dynamic shopping area in Reno with a myriad of 

locally owned indie stores, wine bars, coffee shops, spas, restaurants, award winning art and culture. 

Our shops exhibit originality and diversity that rival any market. Reno’s Midtown District is a hip 

corridor where everyone has a favorite dish, drink and store that they want to share. Come see what 

everyone is talking about!  

 

http://www.cabelas.com/cabelas/en/templates/community/aboutus/retail-detail.jsp?detailedInformationURL=/cabelas/en/content/community/aboutus/retail/retail_stores/reno/reno.html


 

THINGS TO DO IN RENO AND SPARKS 

If you come early or stay after these are ome of the activities you might enjoy. 

Downtown Sparks 

 

 
 

 

Conveniently located across the street from the 
Nugget, the Sparks Museum and Cultural Center 
inspires dynamic connections to northern Nevada’s 
unique heritage through creative programs, exhibits 
and publications. 
Sparks’ proud railroad heritage is apparent in its 
historic downtown where the museum is located. A 
vintage steam locomotive, cupola caboose and 
Pullman executive car are displayed along with a 
depot replica, the restored one room Glendale 
Schoolhouse and a monument to the Chinese rail 
workers. Inside the museum visitors explore 4000 
square feet of engaging exhibits. Using artifacts to 
tell the story, exhibits communicate the rapid 
changes the region has undergone from ranching 
and mining to the introduction of the railroad and 
into modern times, including the significant role the 
region has played in the Space program. 
The Sparks Museum and Cultural Center’s 
changing gallery features unique displays focusing 
on the arts, sciences, history and the rich diversity 
of the region and its people. A variety of 
educational programs for adults and families are 
offered throughout the year. 
Tours of the train and museum are available to the 
public on Saturdays between 1 and 4 p.m. and are 
included in the price of admission. 
Price: $5.00 for Adults 
Hours: Museum & Train: 1 to 4 pm – Saturday 
Museum Only: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Tuesday to Fri 

 

The Sparks Marina Park 
 

 
 
 

With walking paths, trees and sandy beaches 
surrounding a 77-acre lake, the Sparks Marina 
Park located at 300 Howard Drive is a great place 
for an outing! 
 
The Marina contains an estimated 1 billion gallons 
of water with a naturally occurring aquifer that 
replenishes the lake with 2 to 3 million gallons of 
fresh water daily. All this water is put to good use 
for recreational activities from windsurfing and 
sailing to swimming and scuba diving to fishing 
and boating.  Additional activities and facilities 
featured at the park include a lineup of special 
events, volleyball courts, playgrounds, picnic areas, 
and showers.  Amenities include: Beaches, Picnic 
areas, Fishing pier, 2-mile walking path, Volleyball 
courts, Playgrounds, Restrooms, and Canopies 
Free – open all year round 
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The Outlets at Sparks 
 

 

The Outlets at Sparks, located at the Legends at 
Spark Marina, is sparking the imagination of 
shoppers across the West. This beautiful shopping, 
dining and entertainment destination is located just 
minutes from downtown Reno, and offers top 
shopping in a fresh, upscale outdoor setting 
bursting with appealing amenities. 
Big brand outlets such as, Adidas, Ann Taylor 
Factory, Banana Republic Factory, Carters, 
Express, GAP, Guess Factory, Gymboree Outlet, 
Nike and VF Outlets offer up to 25-70% everyday 
prices. Also at the Legends at Sparks Marina is 
SCHEELS, a 248,000 sq ft retail space with a 65-
foot tall Ferris Wheel, two 16,000 gallon aquariums, 
32+ flavors of fudge in the Fudge Factory, 14 
presidents in the Walk of Presidents, a NASCAR 
Simulator, and a 35-foot tall Wildlife Mountain in 
addition to 85+ specialty shops that feature the 
hottest brands in clothing, footwear, and sports 
equipment.  
 Restaurants: Chipotle, O’Clearys, Buffalo Wild 
Wings, Fuddruckers, Grimaldi’s, Jimmy Johns, 
Olive Garden, BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse, 
Popeyes, Taco Bell, Subway.  
 

Nevada Museum of Art 
 

 
 

The only accredited art museum in the state, the 
Nevada Museum of Art is a private, non-profit 
organization that serves as a cultural and 
educational resource for everyone. Through 
creative programming and scholarship, the 
Museum provides the opportunity for people to 
encounter, engage and enjoy a diversity of art 
experiences. Exhibitions include works from the 
Museum’s permanent collections spanning 
nineteenth through twenty-first century art, traveling 
exhibitions from across the globe, and artwork by 
emerging artists. 
Hours: The Museum is open Wednesday through 
Sunday, 10 am to 6 pm, late on Thursdays until 8 
pm. The galleries, Museum Store and Chez Louie 
are closed on Mondays, Tuesdays and national 
holidays.  
Admission is FREE for members (Museum 
Membership starts at just $30), $10 General 
Admission, $8 Student / Senior, $1 children 6 to 12 
years and free for children 5 and under. 
Location: 160 W. Liberty St, downtown Reno 

 

The Nevada State Museum 
 

The Nevada State Museum engages diverse 
audiences in understanding and celebrating 
Nevada's natural and cultural heritage. On display 
is the formidable Coin Press No. 1 and a complete 
set of Carson City Morgan dollars. Nevada's 



 

THINGS TO DO IN RENO AND SPARKS 

 

Changing Earth Exhibit explores the state's 
geologic history from 1,750 million years ago to 40 
million years ago. Visit America's largest exhibited 
Columbian mammoth found in Nevada's Black 
Rock Desert. Explore Under One Sky, a Native 
American exhibit from their perspective and in their 
own words.  Find out when humans first occupied 
the Nevada portion of the Great Basin, the natural 
foods they collected and the skills they used for 
survival. See a reconstruction of a Great Basin 
cave containing evidence of past cultures and 
climate. Be sure to see the USS Nevada Battleship 
silver service fashioned from 5,000 ounces (417 
pounds troy weight) of silver from the deep shafts of 
the Tonopah mines and lined with gold from 
Goldfield. Walk through a timeline of Nevada 
history.  Take a tour of the famous underground 
mine. Meet some of Nevada's seldom seen 
creatures -- the Desert Bighorn, Desert Tortoise, 
Black Bear, Great Basin Rattlesnake, and Lahontan 
Cutthroat Trout.   
Hours: Open Tuesday-Sunday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Location: 600 North Carson Street, Carson City, 
NV 89701 
Phone: 775-687-4810 

 

The National Automobile Museum 
 

 
 

Don’t miss “One of America’s Five Greatest Auto 

Museums.” The National Automobile Museum 

(The Harrah Collection) has a “Wow!” factor you 

don’t often find in a museum. You’ll see more than 

200 eye-popping cars, and authentic street scenes. 

The facades bring displays to life; a department 

store here, a movie theatre there which accompany 

artifacts from each era. Audio tours in English and 

Spanish included in your admission price let you 

explore the museum at your own pace. It’s located 

on the corner of Lake and Mill Streets in downtown 

Reno with plenty of free parking.  

Hours: The museum is open Mon. - Sat. from 9:30 

am to 5:30 pm and Sun. from 10 am to 4 pm.  

Location: 10 South Lake Street, Reno, NV 89501 

Phone: 775-333-9300 

 

The Wilbur D May Museum 
 

The Wilbur D. May Museum features the 
accumulated trinkets and treasures from more than 
30 trips and safaris the eccentric son of a 
department store magnate made in the 1920s and 
1930s. Since May rarely collected just one of 
anything, cases are crammed with T'ang Dynasty 
animals and African masks; hundreds of Oriental 
miniatures, dozens of pistols and rifles. Gobelin 



 

THINGS TO DO IN RENO AND SPARKS 

 
 

tapestries and Navajo rugs are among objects 
decorating the walls. 
Hours: Closed Monday-Tuesday. Wednesday-
Saturday 10:00am - 4:00pm. Sunday Noon - 
4:00pm. 
Location: 1595 N. Sierra Street, Reno, NV 89503 
Phone: 775-785-5961 

 

Nevada Historical Society 
 

 
 

The Nevada Historical Society is home to the 
state’s oldest museum. It was founded in 1904 with 
the purpose of collecting, preserving, and 
interpreting Nevada’s heritage. Because NHS has 
been collecting for such a long time, the objects on 
display and the research collections represent 
exceptional historic resources 

Museum and Museum Store Hours 
Tuesday through Saturday 
10 am to 4:30 pm 

Admission is $5.00 

Address 
1650 North Virginia Street 
Reno, NV  89503 

 

 

https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/maycenterhome/museum/index.php

